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USISPF is creating a new model for 

collaboration between not just the United 

States and India, but the rest of the world. 

From mentoring startups, to advocating 

for ease of doing business and forming 

consortiums on some of the most pressing 

challenges that governments and citizens 

face today, USISPF has been able to 

achieve what we set out to do.

John Chambers

Chairman Emeritus of Cisco,

Founder & CEO, JC2 Ventures

USISPF is uniquely positioned to help 

the United States  and India continue to 

forge a strong and lasting strategic 

cooperation which will benefit the 
businesses and economies of both 

countries for years to come.

Shantanu Narayen 

Chairman, President 

and Chief Executive Officer, 
Adobe

The US-India Strategic Partnership 

Forum provides a trusted channel to 

connect governments, businesses, and 

most importantly people interested in 

moving both countries forward in the 

21st century

Edward Monser

Former President, 

Emerson Electric

The world is on the brink of seismic 

change with shifts in technology, 

industry, and society as a whole. 

USISPF is uniquely positioned to bring 

together bi-lateral leadership from 

across sectors to drive economic 

growth while creating pathways for all 

people to thrive in this new world.

Punit Renjen

CEO, 

Deloitte Global

The US-India Strategic Partnership 

Forum considers both the commercial 

and strategic components of the 

bilateral relationship, and constructive-

ly works to identify opportunities and 

address challenges in a manner that 

supports a strong and enduring 

relationship between both countries

Secretary William Cohen 

Chairman & CEO, 

The Cohen Group

When USISPF was founded, our goal was to 
go beyond traditional policy issues and into 
new areas that would form the foundation of 
a long-term, mutually beneficial partnership 
between the United States and India, 
including cybersecurity, data, agriculture, 
and healthcare. Going forward, we have the 
unique focus and expertise to advance 
these critical areas and, ultimately, 
strengthen the bonds of friendship and 
commerce between two of the world’s 
leading democracies.

Indra Nooyi
Former Chairman and CEO, 
PepsiCo

We at the USISPF are proud to be well 

positioned to bridge the relationship 

between the countries-- across 

administrations and generations

Purna Saggurti

Chairman of Global Corporate 

and Investment Banking, 

Bank of America

With decades of experience and 

assured contacts at the highest levels 

of government and business, we are 

uniquely positioned to influence policy 
on behalf of our membership 

in the United and in India

Ambassador Frank Wisner

International Affairs Advisor,
Squire Patton Boggs

USISPF’s relationships, expertise and 

commitment to a strategic partnership 

between the U.S. and India are 

unparalleled

Charles R. Kaye

CEO, 

Warburg Pincus 

Now more than ever, it is critical to bring 

the best of government and the private 

sector together to address today’s 

challenges and move forward with 

tomorrow’s solutions. USISPF creates a 

peer-to-peer environment that fosters the 

dialogue, collaboration and commitment 

to move our great countries forward by 

emphasizing the greater good.

Ajay Banga

Vice- Chairman, 

General Atlantic 

USISPF Founding Board Members

The work that USISPF has 

accomplished demonstrates the 

possibilities that can emanate from 

the prominent connections between 

two globally strategic powers.

Anand Mahindra 

Chairman,

Mahindra Group

Since its founding in 2017, USISPF 

has significantly enhanced our bilateral 
commercial and strategic ties and 

leveraged the power of business and 

government collaboration for the 

betterment of our peoples.

Ambassador Susan Esserman

Partner, 

Steptoe & Johnson 



ABOUT US

D. James 
Umpleby, III

Chairman and CEO,

Caterpillar

Ambassador 
Susan
Esserman

Partner, 

Steptoe & Johnson

The US-India Strategic Partnership Forum (USISPF) is a bipartisan 

initiative started by leaders from the private and public sector 

from both countries to work towards their shared vision of 

strengthening the U.S.-India partnership. USISPF is the trusted 

partner for businesses, non-profit organizations, federal and state 

governments in both countries. Together, our collaborations serve 

the bilateral relationship between the U.S. and India.   

MISSION 
We build, enable, advocate and facilitate partnerships between 

both India and United States by providing a platform for all 

stakeholders to come together in new ways that will create 

meaningful opportunities with the power to change the lives 

of citizens in both countries.

John 
T. Chambers

Chairman Vice-Chairman Vice-Chairman
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President and Chief 
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Ambassador
Tim Roemer

Executive Director 

and Senior 

Counselor, 
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Nik
Deogun

CEO of the 

Americas

and U.S Senior 

Partner, 

Brunswick Group

Seifi 
Ghasemi

Chairman, 

President and CEO,

Air Products

Purna
Saggurti

Chairman of Global 

Commercial and 

Investment Banking, 

Bank of America 

Merrill Lynch

Nandita
Bakhshi

President and Chief 

Executive Officer, 

Bank of the West

Sanjay
Goel

Executive Vice 

President and 

President, Asia-Pacific, 

American Tower 

Corporation

BOARD OF

DIRECTORS

Jillian 
C. Evanko

President and CEO, 

Chart Industries, Inc.

Bertrand-Marc
Allen

Chief Strategy 

Officer, 

Boeing



Frank A. 
St. John

Chief Operating 

Officer, 

Lockheed Martin

George 
R. Oliver

Chairman and CEO, 

Johnson Controls

Bob 
Patel

CEO, 

W.R. Grace

Nelson 
Cunningham

President, 

McLarty Associates

Amit 
Midha

President of Asia 

Pacific and Japan 

& Global Digital
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Dell Technologies

Roshni Nadar 
Malhotra

Chairperson, 

HCL Technologies

Dr.
Anish Shah

Managing Director 

and CEO, 

Mahindra Group

Edward 
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Former President, 
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Dave
West

President, Asia Pacific, 

Japan and Greater 

China, Cisco
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President and COO, 
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President and CEO,
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Jim
Fitterling

Chairman and CEO, 

Dow

Ram R. 
Krishnan

Executive Vice 

President and Chief 

Operating Officer, 

Emerson

Sanjiv 
Puri

Managing Director, 

ITC

Sanjay 
Nayar

Chairman,
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Sanat 
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President and 

President of 
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Varma

Managing Partner, 
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Vice- Chairman, 

General Atlantic 

Craig S. 
Smith

Group President, 

International Division, 

Marriott International, 

Inc.

Omar 
Ishrak

Co-chair,

World Economic Forum 
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Ambassador 
Richard
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Executive Vice 

President, Global 

Public Policy and 
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Mastercard

Robert 
E. Moritz

Chairman, 

PWC

Chairman and 

Managing Director, 

ReNew Power

Sumant 
Sinha

Bipul 
Sinha

Co-Founder and CEO, 

Rubrik, Inc.

Ajay 
Singh

Chairman and

Managing Director, 

SpiceJet Limited

Ambassador 
Frank Wisner

International 

Affairs Advisor,

Squire Patton 

Boggs

Executive Vice 

President, Enterprise 

Technology and Chief 

Information Officer, 

The Walt Disney 

Company

Diane 
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Secretary 
William Cohen
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WestRock
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CEO, 
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Ernie 
Thrasher

CEO, 

Xcoal Energy and 

Resources

Sumir 
Chadha

Co-founder and 

Managing Director, 

WestBridge Capital

Somesh 
Dash

Managing Director 

and General Partner, 

IVP

BOARD MEMBERS

EMERITI

Anand 
Mahindra

Chairman, 

Mahindra Group

John 
Rood

Chairman and CEO, 

Momentus

Dr. 
S. Jaishankar

External Affairs

Minister, 

Government of India

(Late)
Arne Sorenson

Former President and CEO, 

Marriott International

ADVISORS
TO THE BOARD

Adil 
Zainulbhai

Chairman, 

Quality Council

of India

Ambassador 
Kenneth Juster

Former U.S. 

Ambassador to India 

Distinguished Fellow, 

Council on Foreign 

Relations

Ambassador 
Navtej Sarna

Former Indian 

Ambassador to the 

U.S.

Uday 
Shankar

Founder, 

Asia Initiatives

Dr. 
Vishal Sikka

Founder and CEO, 

Vian AI Systems

Indra 
Nooyi

Former Chairman

and CEO, 

PepsiCo

Professor 
Dr. Arvind
Panagariya

Professor, 

Indian Political 

Economy, 

Columbia University

Ambassador
Kanwal Sibal

Former Foreign 

Secretary,

Government 

of India

General (Ret) 
David 
H. Petraeus

Chairman, 

KKR Global Institute

Sanjay 
Bhatnagar

Former President 

and CEO, 

Waterhealth

International



INDIA

ADVISORY BOARD

Mohandas 
Pai

Chairman of Manipal 

Global Education 

Services (MaGE) 

and Advisor, 

Manipal Education and

Medical Group (MEMG).

Kaku
Nakhate

President and

Country Head-India,

Bank of America

President and CEO,

GE South Asia

Mahesh
Palashikar

Founder,

Tribeca Developers

Kalpesh 
Mehta

Virat 
Bhatia

Managing Director, 

Apple India 

N. Venkatram

Managing Partner 

and CEO, 

Deloitte India

Neelam 
Dhawan
Director, 

ICICI Bank Ltd.

Rashi 
Dhir

Senior Partner,

DMD Advocates

Rajiv
Memani

Chairman and 

Regional Managing 

Partner-India Region,

Ernst and Young

Pallavi 
Shroff

Managing Partner,

Shardul Amarchand 

Mangaldas and Co

Som 
Satsangi

Senior Vice President 

and Managing 

Director, HPE

William
Blair

Vice President and 

Chief Executive, 

Lockheed Martin 

India

Vishal 
Mahadevia

Managing Director-
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Member-Executive, 

Mgmt Group

Warburg Pincus
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Krishnan

Chairman,

India PwC

Sunil 
Mehta

Chairman,
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Managing Director-

SPM Capital 
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Krishnan

Managing Director 

and Chief Policy 

Officer, Cisco India 
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Ajit 
Mohan

Vice- President and 

Managing Director, 

Meta India 

K 
Madhavan

President, 

The Walt Disney 

Company India and 

Star India

Milind 
Deora

Former Union Minister 

of State and Member 

of Parliament, 

Government of India

Viren 
Joshi

Executive 

Vice Chairman, 

Sigma Electric

Monte 
Dobson 

CEO & Lead 

Country Manager, 

South Asia

ExxonMobil Gas 

(India) Private Ltd.

Nikhil 
Sahni 

Division President- 

South Asia and 
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Officer- India

Mastercard

Sanjay 
Gupta

Vice President and 

Country Head,

Google India

Cluster CEO, 

India and South Asia 

Markets (Bangladesh, 

Nepal and Sri Lanka), 

Standard Chartered 

Bank 

Zarin 
Daruwala

Salil 
Gupte

President-India,

Boeing



US India – Friendship Alliance

The mission of the US-India Friendship Alliance is to 

foster cultural engagement and strategic partnerships 

between the United States and India. USIFA promotes 

awareness and collaborations between the two 

countries.

South Asia Women in Energy (SAWIE), a joint initiative of 

the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) 

and the U.S.-India Strategic Partnership Forum (USISPF), 

is a platform built for leaders in the energy, manufactur-

ing, and industrial sectors to come together and deliber-

ate the importance of gender diversity in decision-mak-

ing and leadership roles, while inspiring change. SAWIE 

helps women in the energy and infrastructure space 

who have shown exemplary leadership and made a 

positive impact on the industry be mentored and 

recognized. It also aims to promote gender-inclusive 

policies and encourage qualified women who want to 
work in the energy field to do so.

SAWIE – South Asia Women in Energy Hydrogen/Climate 

USISPF has partnered with the US Trade and Develop-

ment Agency to launch the US India Climate Technolo-

gies Action Group which facilitates the exchange of 

technology and capital to accelerate the clean energy 

sector. The Hydrogen Task Force is a collaboration with 

the Indian Ministry of New and Renewable Energy and 

the US Department of Energy to integrate the private 

sector into the deployment of hydrogen technologies.

The US-India Tax Forum is USISPF’s specialized platform 

that allows government of India policymakers, global tax 

experts, and the business community to engage and 

advocate for a tax environment that is conducive to 

make India an attractive investment destination.

India Tax policy

Higher Education Corporate Social Responsibility  Trade Taskforce

The Forum’s Trade Taskforce is focused on proactively 

identifying strategies to strengthen the bilateral trading 

relationship. As such, the Taskforce focuses on policy 

issues that impact industry invested in India and 

exporting to India. In addition to bilateral issues, the 

Taskforce looks at India’s trade policy in the region and 

actions at WTO as it relates to U.S. industry issues.

The U.S.-India Alliance for Women’s Economic Empow-

erment seeks to facilitate women’s economic participa-

tion in India by catalyzing commitments from the 

private sector, civil society and government leaders in 

both countries. A public-private partnership between 

the U.S. State Department, U.S. Agency for International 

Development (USAID), U.S.-India Strategic Partnership 

Forum and George Washington University, the Alliance 

works in cooperation with the private sector and civil 

society in both countries.  Our members demonstrate 

that women’s participation in the economy is not just 

good for the world, but also good for business.

The reform of trade and immigration barriers would 

benefit both the American and Indian economies. 
Indians are eager to study and work in the US, with 

huge contributions to the American economy and 

academia, which would be made easier by reforming 

visa laws. In turn, the implementation of NEP 2020 by 

the Indian government would allow for investment into 

higher education with the aim of developing India as a 

competitive destination for world-class education.

USISPF acts as the bridge between its member 

companies and government and nonprofit goals. USISPF’s 
identification of opportunities and connections increases 
the value of our member companies’ CSR investments.

U.S.-India Alliance for Women’s 
Economic Empowerment - United 
States Department of State

USISPF Initiatives



USISPF helps its member companies engage with federal and 

state governments on sector-specific policy advocacy, 

to provide ease of doing business and strengthen the economic 

and commercial partnership between the two countries.

BUSINESS POLICY ADVOCACY

USISPF provides its 

stakeholders a platform 

to work together and to 

track opportunities at the 

state and federal level. 

USISPF also drives deeper 

collaboration by facilitating 

introductions between 

government and 

businesses, where 

appropriate.  

CONNECTING THE DOTS

USISPF leads initiatives to support public-private collaboration 

between businesses, governments, and other stakeholders, 

to tackle regional challenges through deeper stakeholder 

engagement, theme-based research, and on-the-ground, 

practical knowledge sharing. 

USISPF facilitates engagement 

between its member companies 

and the legislative branches in both countries 

through frequent structured dialogues

with U.S. Members of Congress and

with Members of Parliament in India.

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

USISPF helps its members 

work collaboratively with

NGO partners. It assists

companies in identifying 

opportunities to

aggregate their CSR

investment with 

government, non-profit, 

and private sector partners, to 

bridge the gap between 

corporate initiatives and 

government priorities.

INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT

USISPF believes education, innovation, and entrepreneurship are engrained in the 

DNA of both countries. USISPF works with its members and partners to create an 

environment that promotes unrestricted student mobility, creates a robust 

IPR framework to support cutting-edge innovation, and offers entrepreneurs 

in the U.S. and India the ability to access both markets. 

EDUCATION, INNOVATION & ENTREPRENEURSHIP

The
6 Pillars

of
USISPF

STRATEGIC ENGAGEMENT



Dear Members and Friends,
 
As the most important strategic partnership of 
the 21st century, the relationship between India 
and the United States is built on the foundation 
of a commitment to democratic ideals. The two 
countries share strategic interests in trade and 
defense and deep collaboration in the areas of
energy, financial services, advanced technology, 
space, education and healthcare. At USISPF, 
we are grateful for the opportunity to serve the 
collective mission of many to strengthen the 
bond between the two countries.  

The strength of the diaspora and the affinity that 
our people share makes clear the vast potential 
between the two countries when combined with 
corporate and government engagement. USISPF 
is the platform specifically designed to turn this 
potential into reality.  

Together with advocates in both countries, 
USISPF is committed to creating 
the most powerful partnership 
between the United States and 
India. We look forward to having 
you join us on this journey.  
 
Best Regards,

Mukesh Aghi
President and CEO

US-India Strategic 

Partnership Forum

Letter from
the President




